
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE S 15843October 26, 1995
But these are minor points. Rosenblatt’s

students on Capitol Hill feel privileged that
she is their teacher, and now that this book
is available, all of us who take the Bible seri-
ously can consider ourselves similarly
blessed.

f

THE BAD DEBT BOXSCORE

Mr. HELMS. Mr. President, more
than 3 years ago I began these daily re-
ports to the Senate to make a matter
of record the exact Federal debt as of
close of business the previous day.

As of the close of business Wednes-
day, October 25, the Federal debt stood
at exactly $4,977,804,019,628.98. On a per
capita basis, every man, woman, and
child in America owes $18,895.83 as his
or her share of the Federal debt.

It is important to recall, Mr. Presi-
dent, that the Senate this year missed
an opportunity to implement a bal-
anced budget amendment to the U.S.
Constitution. Regrettably, the Senate
failed by one vote in that first attempt
to bring the Federal debt under con-
trol.

There will be another opportunity in
the months ahead to approve such a
Constitutional amendment.

f

GOVERNOR LEAVITT’S DECLARA-
TION REGARDING GREEK-AMER-
ICAN VETERANS APPRECIATION
WEEK

Mr. BENNETT. Mr. President, I rise
today to have printed in the RECORD a
Declaration signed by Governor Mike
Leavitt of Utah entitled: ‘‘Greek-Amer-
ican Veterans Appreciation Week, No-
vember 5–November 12, 1995.’’

During the week of November 5th,
the Hellenic Cultural Association in
Utah is sponsoring a series of events
which include a variety of displays in
the Hellenic Cultural Museum, Memo-
rial Services and a Greek-American
Veterans’ Luncheon.

The events have been created to coin-
cide with the 50th Anniversary of the
ending of World War II and also for the
annual observance of Veterans Day,
November 11th.

I salute the Greek Community in
Utah for this effort. To my knowledge
they are the only Greek Community in
America which is honoring their veter-
ans in this way.

I extend my appreciation, support
and gratitude to Chris S. Metos, Chair-
man of the appreciation week. I ap-
plaud him for his leadership in this en-
deavor.

I ask unanimous consent that the
text of the declaration be printed in
the RECORD.

There being no objection, the dec-
laration was ordered to be printed in
the RECORD, as follows:

DECLARATION

Whereas, ancient Greece is universally rec-
ognized as the cradle of Western Civilization,
and America historically has close affinities
with the ideals exemplified in the Legacy of
Ancient Greece and, more recently, with
modern Greece; and

Whereas, the tiny country of Greece fought
valiantly against overwhelming Axis forces

in World War I and World War II and thus
contributed mightily to ultimate victory of
the Allied countries; and

Whereas, immigrants to America from
Greece and their descendants have estab-
lished themselves as hard working, law abid-
ing, patriotic, progressive American citizens;
and

Whereas, Greek-Americans from the State
of Utah have responded enthusiastically to
the call for active military and merchant
marine duty when needed by the United
States; and

Whereas, thirty-five Greek-Americans
from the State of Utah made the supreme
sacrifice for their country in World War I,
World War II and the Korean Conflict; and

Whereas, Greek-American veterans return-
ing to civilian life have been highly produc-
tive in their chosen careers and professions,
including business, medicine, law, engineer-
ing, education, etc., whereby the commu-
nity, state, and nation have benefited great-
ly and will continue to benefit from their
high qualities of leadership, work ethic, love
and devotion to family, church and country;
and

Whereas, Greek-American veterans of the
armed forces and merchant marines of the
United States and Greece are gathering at
the Hellenic Memorial Cultural Center in
Salt Lake City, Utah, Sunday, November 12,
1995, to honor their fallen comrades, to meet
socially as a group, to affirm their faith, love
and loyalty to the United States and to the
Constitution; and

Whereas, the Hellenic Cultural Associa-
tion-Hellenic Cultural Museum, a non-sec-
tarian, independent, cultural organization
seeks to honor these Greek-American veter-
ans and their fallen comrades by sponsoring
memorial services, museum tours, displays,
and a Greek-American Veterans Apprecia-
tion Luncheon, Sunday, November 12, 1995, in
Salt Lake City;

Now, Therefore, I, Michael O. Leavitt, Gov-
ernor of the State of Utah, do hereby declare
November 5 through 12, 1995, as Greek-Amer-
ican Veterans Appreciation Week in Utah, to
be dedicated to the preservation of the Leg-
acy of Greek and of American ideals, leader-
ship, patriotism and citizenship as exempli-
fied by the Greek-American veterans of the
military and merchant marine forces of the
United States and Greece.

MICHAEL O. LEAVITT,
Governor.
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JUDGE ROBERT E. WISS
Mr. THURMOND. Mr. President, I

rise today to pay tribute to an out-
standing judge, a faithful naval officer,
and a remarkable individual, the Hon-
orable Robert E. Wiss, a judge on the
U.S. Court of Appeals for the Armed
Forces. Judge Wiss was 66 when he
passed away on Monday morning, Octo-
ber 23, 1995.

Judge Wiss was born in Chicago, IL
in 1929 and graduated from the Univer-
sity of Illinois in 1950. He entered the
service in that same year for 3 years of
active duty but he did not end his mili-
tary career at that point. He continued
in the reserves and finally retired in
1988 as a rear admiral in the Navy’s
Judge Advocate Generals Corps.

Judge Wiss was an excellent lawyer
who received his degree from North-
western in 1956 and taught law at John
Marshall Law School. He was a mem-
ber of numerous bar associations and
was admitted to practice before over a
half dozen courts to include the U.S.
Supreme Court.

He was truly a talented individual
who loved the military, understood it
mission, and believed in a strong na-
tional defense. He fully understood as
well the need for the Uniform Code of
Military Justice. Judge Wiss believed
that the system was better than any
other system of justice in existence but
if change was needed, it should be pur-
sued with vigor. If no change was in
order, however, Judge Wiss did not tol-
erate anything short of complete ad-
herence and respect for that system.

In the eyes of those who knew him,
he was a legal figure of great stature.
In his own mind, he was never impor-
tant, only extremely fortunate. All
people mattered to him and his wife
and children most of all. Our thoughts
and prayers will be with his wife
Charlene and his three daughters,
Julia, Karen, and Laurel. He will be
missed.

f

IN MEMORY OF JUDGE ROBERT E.
WISS OF THE UNITED STATES
COURT OF APPEALS FOR THE
ARMED FORCES

Mr. NUNN. I join with Senator THUR-
MOND in paying tribute to the memory
of Judge Robert E. Wiss of the U.S.
Court of Appeals for the Armed Forces.
Judge Wiss, who was in the midst of his
term on the Court, passed away on Oc-
tober 23, 1995.

Judge Wiss joined the court in 1991
after a distinguished career in both the
public and private sectors. In his civil-
ian career, he served as a special coun-
sel to the city of Chicago and as gen-
eral counsel to Cook County. He had a
very successful private practice, rising
to senior partnership with the firm of
Foran, Wiss, & Schultz. He also was a
distinguished teacher, serving on the
faculty of the John Marshall Law
School in Chicago. He also played a
leading role in many bar associations
and civic activities.

In addition to his very active civilian
practice, Judge Wiss had a lifelong
commitment to military law. He
served on active duty from 1950 to 1953,
and in the Naval Reserve from 1953 to
1988, advancing to the grade of rear ad-
miral. Highlights of his military career
included services as director of the
Naval Reserve Law Program and com-
manding officer of the Navy and Ma-
rine Appellate Review activity.

Judge Wiss appeared before our com-
mittee in 1991 following his nomination
to serve on the U.S. Court of Appeals
for the Armed Forces—which was then
denominated as the Court of Military
Appeals. He received the unanimous
approval of our committee and was
confirmed by the Senate.

In his 4 years on the court, Judge
Wiss distinguished himself by his thor-
ough scholarship, probing questions,
and keen interest in preserving the dig-
nity and fairness of the military jus-
tice system. He will be missed by his
colleagues on the court, the lawyers
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who practiced before him, and his
many other friends and admirers. I
would like to extend my deepest sym-
pathy to his wife Charlene, and to his
children, Julia Leahy, Karen Wiss, and
Laurel Latimer. They can be very
proud of his outstanding contribution
to our Nation.

f

SUPERFUND REFORM

Mr. PRESSLER. Mr. President, I
wanted to bring to my colleagues’ at-
tention the concerns of a prominent
South Dakotan regarding the
Superfund program.

Like many of my colleagues, during
the August recess, I spent considerable
time back home talking to my con-
stituents. While in South Dakota, one
issue came up on numerous occasions:
Superfund reform. This issue is impor-
tant to small business men and women
throughout South Dakota.

Recently, an op-ed by Bill Huebner of
Rapid City, SD, was published in the
Wall Street Journal. This article de-
tails Mr. Huebner’s own unfortunate
experience with Superfund. I ask unan-
imous consent that this article be
printed in the RECORD at the conclu-
sion of my remarks.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

(See exhibit 1.)

Mr. PRESSLER. We all agree that
the current Superfund program does
not work. It is one of the most expen-
sive environmental programs on the
books. Despite the vast amounts of
taxpayer dollars that have poured into
the Superfund, the program has a very
low success rate. One of the prime
causes of this low success rate is a con-
fusing and costly liability system. This
system is unfair to small businesses. It
encourages excessive and costly litiga-
tion.

I am encouraged by the draft pro-
posal drawn up by my esteemed col-
league from New Hampshire, Senator
SMITH. As chairman of the Superfund,
Waste Control and Risk Management
Subcommittee, he has assumed the
daunting task of rewriting the existing
Superfund law. I look forward to work-
ing with him to create a new Superfund
law based on fairness and common
sense. We should not insist on a system
that calls on small businesses that
have complied with past laws and regu-
lations to continue shouldering the
burden of cleaning up our hazardous
waste sites.

Bill Huebner’s article represents not
only the concerns of South Dakota
small business leaders, but of all small
business men and women across the
country. They are the innovators who
collectively make our economic engine
run. For that reason, we should take
their concerns and experiences to heart
in our reexamination of the Superfund
program.

EXHIBIT 1
[From the Wall Street Journal, Oct. 26, 1995]

MY SUPERFUND NIGHTMARE

(By Bill Huebner)
I’m sitting here at my desk starting at a

three-foot-high pile of letters, legal motions,
and other documents. That pile of paper tells
my Superfund story—a 31⁄2-year nightmare
that cost my company time, money and busi-
ness.

For those who don’t know, Superfund is
the federal government’s program to clean
up America’s worst hazardous waste sites. It
was established by Congress in 1980 with $1.6
billion in funding. Today, 15 years later,
more than $20 billion in government and pri-
vate sector funds have been spent. More than
1,300 hazardous waste sites have been identi-
fied by the Environmental Protection Agen-
cy. But only a tiny fraction of these sites
have actually been cleaned up.

Where did Superfund go wrong? Read on.
Back in November 1991, I received a letter

addressed to Ace Steel & Metals, claiming I
owed $47,000 as my share of the bill to clean
up the Douglas County, Neb., Superfund site.
Between 1940 and 1982, the letter said, the
property had been owned by a series of bat-
tery recycling companies. Apparently, some
battery lead and acid had seeped into the
ground, creating a hazardous waste area.

There were only a few problems. First my
company is Act Steel & Recycling, not Ace
Steel & Metals. Second, we never sent any
batteries to Douglas County. And third, we
weren’t even in business until 1989—a full
seven years after they said the last battery
was dumped.

A simple case of mistaken identity. I
thought. In 1989, we bought about 20 % of the
assets of a company called Ace Salvage, as
well as the right to use the ‘‘Ace’’ name.
That company was still in business, operat-
ing as Lipp Ventures. Lipp had sent the bat-
teries to the Douglas County site, so they
must be the one the EPA wanted. A letter
from my lawyer explaining the situation
should clear the whole thing up, right?
Wrong.

Our first letter generated no response, so
we sent another. This time, we documented
everything. We sent copies of our original ar-
ticles of incorporation from 1989, proving
that we couldn’t have been responsible for
the problems at the Douglas County
Superfund site.

Again, no response to speak of. Just a let-
ter of acknowledgment saying thank you
very much for the information, but you still
owe $47,000. Needless to say, as a small busi-
ness, we didn’t have an extra $47,000 to
spare—in fact, that was more than our profit
for the entire year. We had to fight on or go
out of business.

Finally, after 31⁄2 years, Lipp’s attorney
settled with the lawyers from Douglas Coun-
ty. No one ever admitted there had been a
mistake, but Ace Steel & Recycling was re-
moved from the case ‘‘with prejudice.’’ That
means the plaintiff reserves the right to
bring us back into the lawsuit, so we might
not be out of danger yet.

Don’t think for a minute that my case was
some kind of freak accident. More than 20,000
small and medium-sized businesses, commu-
nity groups, and other organizations across
America have been dragged into the
Superfund mess.

The primary problem with Superfund is its
unfair liability system known as ‘‘retro-
active, strict, joint and several liability.’’
Retroactive liability gives the EPA the
power to make companies pay to clean up
problems that occurred before Superfund was
passed, even if they followed every rule on
the books at the time. And under joint and
several liability, a single company can be

forced to finance the entire cleanup cost, no
matter now marginal its contribution to the
site.

With marching orders like those, you can
easily guess the EPA’s standard operating
procedure: Track down every company with
even the most remote connection to a
Superfund site, force them to pay, or drag
them into court. Most companies fight the
charges, rather than pay to clean up a prob-
lem they had little or no responsibility for
creating. All the litigation caused by
Superfund’s notorious liability scheme is the
main reason it now costs $30 million and
takes 12 years to clean up the average
Superfund site.

Congress will shortly begin debating
Superfund reform legislation. Its top priority
must be total repeal of retroactive liability.
Superfund reform opponents claim that end-
ing retroactive liability will let polluters off
the hook and force taxpayers to pick up the
bill. Not true. The program will still be fi-
nanced by a tax on oil and chemical compa-
nies and other large corporations. Individual
taxpayers won’t have to pay a penny—unless
Congress keeps Superfund on it failed course
for another 15 years.

Repealing retroactive liability will put an
end to wasteful litigation and force the EPA
to focus on cleaning toxic waste sites instead
of harassing innocent companies. Superfund
cleanup could start immediately. And think
of how many additional Superfund sites
could be cleaned up if 50% of the money
wasn’t wasted on lawyers and bureaucrats.

f

MESSAGES FROM THE HOUSE

ENROLLED BILL SIGNED

At 10:56 a.m., a message from the
House of Representatives, delivered by
Mr. Hays, one of its reading clerks, an-
nounced that the Speaker has signed
the following enrolled bills:

S. 1322. An act to provide for the relocation
of the United States Embassy in Israel to Je-
rusalem, and for other purposes.

H.R. 716. An act to amend the Fishermen’s
Protective Act.

H.R. 1026. An act to designate the United
States Post Office building located at 201
East Pikes Peak Avenue in Colorado
Springs, Colorado, as the ‘‘Winfield Scott
Stratton Post Office.’’

The enrolled bills were subsequently
signed by the President pro tempore
(Mr. THURMOND).

f

ENROLLED BILL PRESENTED

The Secretary of the Senate reported
that on today, October 26, 1995, he had
presented to the President of the
United States, the following enrolled
bill:

S. 1322. An act to provide for the relocation
of the United States Embassy in Israel to Je-
rusalem, and for other purposes.

f

EXECUTIVE AND OTHER
COMMUNICATIONS

The following communications were
laid before the Senate, together with
accompanying papers, reports, and doc-
uments, which were referred as indi-
cated:

EC–1550. A communication from the Dep-
uty Associate Director for Compliance, Min-
erals Management Service, Royalty Manage-
ment Program, Department of the Interior,
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